Social Studies - Unit 1 Study Guide - Middle East: Geography and Culture

SS7G8a    Explain the differences between an ethnic group and a religious group.
Ethnic Groups: those people belonging to and sharing a cultural, racial, religious, or linguistic (language) traditions of a people or country.  Arabs, Persians and Kurds are examples of Ethnic groups.
Religious Groups: those people who share a common belief system and identify closely with a set of beliefs (religion) that influence their culture. Muslims, Christians and Jews are examples of Religious groups….
Note: Ethnic groups are NOT restricted by political borders (only in certain countries)
Note: Remember that Christians and Muslims can belong to many different ethnic groups but Judaism is mostly associated with ethnic Jews.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
SS7G8b    Explain the diversity of religions within the Arabs, Persians and Kurds.
Arabs
· Main religion: Sunni Islam – 90% belong to the Muslim religious group
· Most populous ethnic group in the Middle East
· Also has a Christian population which is large in Lebanon  
· Some of the Egyptian Arabs are Coptic Christians

Kurds
· Main religion:  Sunni Islam
· Also practice a religion known as Yazidism

· Live mostly in the mountainous regions where Turkey, Iraq, Iran and Syria meet
· Want to create their own country - Kurdistan
Persians  
· Main religion is Shia Islam representing the largest group of Shia Muslims in the world.
· Zorostrianism is a minor monotheistic religion still practiced among some Persians
· The majority of Persians live in Iran.  
SS7G8c    Compare and Contrast the prominent religions in Southwest Asia (Middle East): Judaism, Islam, and Christianity.

All three religions: 

· Monotheistic (believe in one God or Supreme Being)

· Recognize Jerusalem as a holy city and each religion has a holy place/places of worship
· Judaism:  The Wailing Wall – only remaining portion of King Solomon’s Temple

· Christianity:  Church of the Holy Sepulcher – Believed to be the place where Jesus was crucified

· Islam:  Dome of the Rock – Site from which Muhammad is said to have risen to heaven
· Originated in the Middle East
Judaism 
· Founder:  Abraham
· Name of Supreme Being: Yahweh (Monotheistic – belief in one God)
· Place of origin:  Southwest Asia (Middle East)
· Name of Followers: Jews
· Religious Text / Book: Torah 
· Place of Worship: synagogue
· Religious Holidays:  Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year), Yom Kippur (Day of atonement)

· How spread: Diasporas (the movement of peoples sharing common ethnic identity who were forced to leave their homeland)
· Believes a Messiah is yet to come
Christianity
· Founder:  Jesus (Christians believe his is the Messiah (Son of God)
· Name of Supreme Being: God (Monotheistic – belief in one God)
· Place of origin:  Southwest Asia (Middle East)

· Name of Followers: Christians

· Religious Text / Book: Bible

· Place of Worship: church
· Religious Holidays:  Christmas (birth of Jesus), Easter (Resurrection of Jesus)
· How spread: disciples
Islam
· Founder:  Muhammad
· Name of Supreme Being: Allah (Monotheistic – belief in one God)
· Place of origin:  Southwest Asia (Middle East); Mecca
· Name of Followers: Muslims
· Religious Text / Book: Qur’an (Koran)
· Place of Worship: mosque
· Religious Holidays:  Ramadan
· How spread: conquering other areas
· Believe that Jesus was a prophet like Muhammad
· The Five Pillars – 

· Prayer – 5 times a day (facing Mecca)

· Hajj – Muslims must make the journey to Mecca once in their lifetime, is possible
· Charity – Muslims must give 2.5% of their income to charity

· Fasting – Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset during the holy month of Ramadan

· Faith – Muslims must make a pledge of faith to Allah
Religions in order of origin:  Judaism, Christianity, Islam
Note: Christians believe in Jesus Christ as the messiah (savior); Jews believe there was a man named Jesus, but he was not the son of God—they are still waiting for a savior; Muslims believe Jesus was a prophet

Note: The crusades were led by Christians from Europe to the Middle East to free the holy land from the Muslims.
SS7G8d    Explain the reason for the division between Sunni and Shia Muslims
The division between Sunni and Shia Muslims was created upon Muhammad’s death.  
Shia Muslims believe that the leader of Islam is a birthright and should be a descendent (relative, family member) of Muhammad and that he had picked a relative (Ali) as his successor before he died; the leader should guide both religiously and politically.
Sunni Muslims believe that leader of Islam should be elected (a Caliph) and should only guide in political matters — Muhammad had NOT picked a successor before he died; majority of Muslims are Sunni – 85%

SS7G5    The student will locate selected features in Southwestern Asia (Middle East).  You will need to know the locations of:

Afghanistan
Arabian Sea

Egypt


Euphrates River

Gaza Strip
Golan Heights

Iran


Iraq

Israel
Jordan River

Kuwait

Lebanon

Persian Gulf
Red Sea


Saudi Arabia
Strait of Hormuz

Suez Canal
Syria


Tigris River

Turkey

West Bank
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